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na and Mopani District Executive Mayor Nkakareng Rakgoale pose with pho-
tos with some of the learners from various schools in the Vhembe District, whom received new school uniform for the 2018 academic year.
(Faces covered to protect identity). Photo: Amukelani Mabasa

By Amukelani Mabasa

The MEC for Social Development, Mapula Mokaba-Phukwana recently visited Nyavani Village outside Malamulele Town under the Col-
lins Chavani Municipality, to distribute school uniform to vulnerable children in the district. The symbolic handover of the school uni-
form including brand new school shoes, was held at Nyavani Assemblies of God Church. The Vhembe edition of the Department’s

Learner Support Programme, followed handovers to other districts in the province.

Mokaba-Phukwana says the purpose of the distribution of school uniform is to provide care and support to vulnerable families and
children and to enable them to continue their education without any disruptions. “It also gives u the opportunity to ensure that these
children can interact with their peers with dignity and pride and without fear of stigmatisation”, she continues.

The Department has distributed school uniform to 548 children in the province, starting from January 2018.03.13
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“It is my right to know my status: Prevention is my responsibility”

PHOTO GALERY

Mopani Learner Support Programme

Photo: by Amukelani Mabasa
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WHAT IS FOSTER CARE?

WHAT IS FOSTER CARE?

1.A child is in foster care if the child has been placed in the care
of a person who is not the parent or guardian of the child as a
result of:

» An order of a children’s court; or

* A transfer in terms of section 171.

2.Foster care excludes the placement of a child:

* In temporary safe care; or

* In the care of a child and youth care centre.

3.A children’s court may place a child in foster care:

» With a person who is not a family member of the child;

» With a family member who is not the parent or guardian of the
child; or

* In a registered cluster foster care scheme.
THE PURPOSE OF FOSTER CARE ISTO:

* Protect and nature children by providing a safe, healthy environ-
ment with positive support;

e Promote the goals of permanency planning, firs towards fami-
ly reunification, or by connecting children to other safe and
nurturing family relationships intended to last a lifetime; and

e Respect the individual and family by demonstrating a respect
for cultural, ethnic and community diversity.

CHILDREN WHO MAY BE FOSTERED:
*A child is in need of care and protection if the child:

*Has been abandoned or orphaned and is without any visible
means of support;

E-mail: info@dsd.limpopo.gov.za
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*Is addicted to a dependence-producing substance and is without
any support to obtain treatment for such dependency;

» Has been exploited or lives in circumstances that expose the
child to exploitation;

* Lives in or is exposed to circumstances which may seriously
harm that child’s physical, mental or social well being;

» May be at risk if returned to the custody of the parent, guardian
or care giver of the child as there is reason to believe that he or
she will live in or be exposed to circumstances which may seri-

ously harm the physical, mental or social well-being of the child;

* Is in a state of physical or mental neglect; or

- Is being maltreated, abused deliberately neglected or degraded
by a parent, a care giver, a person who has parental responsibili-
ties and rights or a family member of the child.

WHO CAN BECOME PROSPECTIVE FOSTER PARENTS?
A prospective foster parent must:

* Be a fit and proper person to be entrusted with the foster care of
a child;

» Be willing and able to undertake, exercise and maintain the re-
sponsibilities of such care;

*Have the capacity to provide an environment that is not a fit and
proper person to be entrusted with the foster care of a child.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT BY THE STATE

Foster parents receives financial support from the state in terms
of the Social Assistance Act.

*A foster grant may be issued:

«If the fostered child has a disability the foster parent may apply
for the Care Dependency Grant.
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Mokaba-Phukwana Building Upcoming Social Workers

EC for Department of Social Development

met University of Limpopo‘s Social Work
students at their University to motivate them about
the Social Work profession as well as giving them
a light about their career, including the depart-
ment’s expectations from social workers. The gath-
ering was held at Turfloop University on the 17th of
March 2018.

Mokaba-Phokwana introduced an idea of a summit
to the students to allow Social Science students to
ask questions about all the challenges or effects
that affect social workers. “| want to address the
issue of unemployment in the social work environ-
ment, It is very said that the university is full but
and after completing students are going to work in
some car washes.” Said Mokaba-Phukwana.

NATIONAL
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Social Development’s Contacts and Address
Head Office

PROVINCIAL OFFICE
Olympic Towers

21 Biccard Street,
Polokwane 0699

Private Bag X9710

Polokwane, 0700

SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT MOPANI DISTRICT VHEMBE DISTRICT

Old Parliament Building, Zone F, INIGAZ ROAD, GIYANI Old Parliament Building,
Lebowakgomo Tel: 015 811 4300 Tohoyandou

Tel: 015 633 2454 Fax: 015 811 4357 Tel: 015 9624958

Fax: 015633 7113 Postal Address: Fax: 015 9624623

Postal Address: Private Bag X9689 Postal Address:

Private Bag X80 Private Bag X5040
CAPRICORN DISTRICT WATERBERG DISTRICT

Moolman Building, Cnr. Elias Motsoaledi & Thabo Mbeki Drive,

Modimolle, Opposite Hoer Skool Nylstroom.
34 Hans Van Rensburg Street

Tel: 014 718 1700
Polokwane

Fax: 014 7181780
Tel:015 290 9069 | Fax: 015 291 5917

Postal Address:
Posta Address;

Private Bag X 1051
Private Bag X9709

Modimolle, 0510



